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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1 - 3, 6, 7, 1 1 - 14, 25 - 28, 32, 34, 43 - 46, 51 , and 52 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Tarpenning et al (US 6,282,344). 
Claim 1: 

Tarpenning et al (US 6,282,344) teaches a computing system that includes a 
navigational interface for inputting text and control information into the computing 
system (fig. 7). Tarpenning teaches an input pointer generating a selection stroke when 
operated by the user, the selection stroke indicative of a request to enter text or to 
perform a task in the computing system (fig. 7). Tarpenning teaches a sensor pattern 
device divided into a plurality of sensory portions (fig. 7, #85). Tarpenning teaches the 
sensor pattern device detecting the selection stroke and identifying at least one selected 
sensory portion including in the selection stroke (fig. 7). Tarpenning teaches a first 
information element associated with a task to be performed in the computing system 
and referenced by one of the plurality of sensory portions (fig. 7, #85, #90). Tarpenning 
teaches a second information element associated with text to be entered in the 
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computing system and referenced by one of the plurality of sensory portions (fig. 7). 
Tarpenning teaches at least one of selected sensory portion selected by the selection 
stroke (fig. 7, #85, #90, #92). Tarpenning teaches information entering text in the 
computing system and requesting performance of a particular task by the computing 
system being input by the selection stroke (fig. 7, #85, #90, #92). 
Claim 2: 

Tarpenning teaches a navigational interface (fig. 7). Tarpenning teaches an 
interface interpretation module recognizing the selection stroke on the sensor pattern 
and entering the text or performing the task associated with the selected information 
element (fig. 7, #85, #90, #92). When the user presses or strokes the stylus, software 
modules are required to interpret the input entered by the user. 
Claim 3: 

Tarpenning teaches an interface interpretation module recognizing the selection 
stroke on the sensor pattern and entering the text or performing the task associated with 
the selected information element (fig. 7, #85, #90, #92). 
Claim 6: 

Tarpenning teaches a selection stroke beginning and ending at the same 
sensory petal whereby the information input into the computing system being task 
information (fig. 7, #85, #90, #92). 
Claim 7: 

Tarpenning teaches task information activating an application being installed on 
the computing system (fig. 7, #85, #90, #92). 
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Claim 11: 

Tarpenning teaches an interface interpretation module (fig. 7, #85, #90, #92). 
Tarpenning teaches a control-operating module activated when the selection stroke is 
initiated on a sensory portion other than the central sensory portion (fig. 7, #85, #90, 
#92). 

Tarpenning teaches a text-operating module activated when the selection stroke 
is initiated in the central sensory portion (fig. 7). 
Claim 12: 

Tarpenning teaches a selection stroke beginning at a sensory portion other that 
the outer sensory portion and continuing to the outer sensory portion (fig. 7). 
Tarpenning teaches continuing to the outer sensory portion whereby the information 
input into the computing system being a cancel task initializing the plurality of 
information elements to an immediate previous instance (fig. 7). 
Claim 13: 

Tarpenning teaches the sensor pattern device being a touch pad having a 
surface and the selection stroke (fig. 7). Tarpenning teaches a press on a first selected 
sensory portion on the surface of the touch pad (fig. 7). Tarpenning teaches a lift from 
the surface of the touch pad whereby the selection stroke is indicative of a touch, slide, 
and lift, and the selection stroke includes at least two selected sensory portions, 
beginning at the first selected sensory portion, and ending at the other selected sensory 
portion (fig. 7). 
Claim 14: 
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Tarpenning teaches a sensor pattern device that is a touch pad having a surface 
and the selection stroke (fig. 7). Tarpenning teaches a press on a selected sensory 
portion on the surface of the touch pad (fig. 7). Tarpenning teaches a lift from the 
surface of the touch pad at the same selected sensory portion whereby the selection 
stroke being indicative of a touch and lift at one selected sensory portion (fig. 7). 
Claim 25: 

Tarpenning teaches a method for controlling operations of the computing system 
(fig. 7). Tarpenning teaches inputting text into various applications installed on the 
computing system through a navigational interface having an input device (fig. 7). 
Tarpenning teaches receiving a selection stroke identifying a user request and 
generating from the input deliver, the selection stroke representing a task to be 
performed in the computing system (fig. 7). Tarpenning teaches executing the task 
whereby control operation and textual input is applied once the selection stroke is 
received (fig. 7). 
Claim 26: 

Tarpenning teaches selecting at least one information element with the selection 
stroke to initiate execution of the particular task (fig. 7). 
Claim 27: 

Tarpenning teaches an act of selecting selects a plurality of information elements 
with the selection stroke to initiate execution of the particular task (fig. 7). 
Claim 28: 
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Tarpenning teaches following the act of executing, updating each information 
element to represent an updated task (fig. 7). Tarpenning teaches an updated task 
defined by the particular task performed in the computing system (fig. 7). 
Claim 32: 

Tarpenning teaches beginning the selection stroke on a sensory petal of a petal 
sensory portion of a sensor pattern of the navigational interface (fig. 7). Tarpenning 
teaches terminating the selection stroke at the sensory area whereby the area's 
performed is activation of an application installed on the computing system (fig. 7). 
Claim 34: 

Tarpenning teaches beginning the selection stroke on a sensory portion of a 
sensor pattern of the navigational interface (fig. 7). Tarpenning teaches continuing the 
selecting stroke to an outer sensory portion of the sensor pattern whereby the task 
performed being cancelled of the task associated with the user request (fig. 7). 
Claim 43: 

Tarpenning teaches a computer program product readable by a computing 
system and encoding a computer program of instructions for executing a computer 
process for controlling operations of the computing system and inputting text into 
various applications installed on the computing system through a navigational interface 
having an input device (fig. 7). Tarpenning teaches a selection stroke identifying a user 
request and generated from the input device, the selection stroke representing a task to 
be performed in the computing system (fig. 1). Tarpenning teaches executing the task 



Application/Control Number: 09/773,451 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2174 

whereby control operation and textual input is applied once the selection stroke is 
received (fig. 7). 
Claim 44: 

Tarpenning teaches a computer process for controlling operations of the 
computing system and inputting text into various applications installed on the computing 
system (fig. 7). Tarpenning teaches selecting at least one information element with the 
selections stroke to initiate execution of the particular task (fig. 7). 
Claim 45: 

Tarpenning teaches the act of selecting selects a plurality of information 
elements with the selection stroke to initiate execution of the particular task (fig. 7). 
Claim 46: 

Tarpenning teaches a computer process for controlling operations of the 
computing system and inputting text into various applications installed on the computing 
system (fig. 7). Tarpenning teaches following the act of executing, updating each 
information element to represent an updated task, each updated task defined by the 
particular task performed in the computing system (fig. 7). 
Claim 51: 

Tarpenning teaches a computer process in the computer program product (fig. 
7). Tarpenning teaches computer process for controlling operations of the computing 
system and inputting text into various applications installed on the computing system 
(fig. 7). Tarpenning teaches beginning the selection stroke on a sensory petal of a petal 
sensory portion of a sensor pattern of the navigational interface (fig. 7). Tarpenning 
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teaches continuing the selection stroke to a central sensory portion of the sensor 
pattern (fig. 7). Tarpenning teaches terminating the selection stroke at the central 
sensory portion whereby the task performed is performance of an operation in an 
application installed on the computing system (fig. 7). 
Claim 52: 

Tarpenning teaches a computer process for controlling operations of the 
computing system and inputting text into various applications installed on the computing 
system (fig. 7). Tarpenning teaches beginning the selection stroke on a sensory portion 
of a sensor pattern of the navigational interface (fig. 7). Tarpenning teaches continuing 
the selection stroke to an outer sensory portion of , the sensor pattern whereby the task 
performed is cancellation of the task associated with the user request (fig. 7). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 4, 5, 8, 9, 10, 15, 16 - 24, 29 - 31 , 33, 35 - 37, 39, 40, 42, and 47 - 50 
are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tarpenning et al (US 
6,282,344) as applied to claims 3, 25, and 43 above, and further in view of Halachmi et 
al (US 6,104,400). 

Claim 4: 
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Tarpenning teaches a display pattern associated with the sensor pattern radially 
divided into a central display portion, a specific display portion, and an outer display 
portion, the display pattern presenting each information element (fig. 7). Tarpenning 
teaches the selection stroke beginning at the central sensor portion, continuing to at 
least one sensory area, and terminating at the central sensory portion whereby the 
information input into the computing system in text (fig. 7). 

Tarpenning fails to teach sensory petals. Halachmi teaches continuing to at least 
one sensory petal (fig. 4; col.4, lines 30 - 40). Halachmi teaches a circular Ul 
consisting of circular, radial layout that includes petals. It would have been obvious to 
one with ordinary skill in the art to combine the petals taught by Halachmi with the 
sensory display portions disclosed by Tarpenning. Doing so enables the user to make 
additional adjustment when accessing graphical selections while minimizing the need 
for additional pointing devices. 
Claim 5: 

Tarpenning teaches the selection stroke beginning at the central sensory portion, 
and terminating at the central sensory portion whereby the information input into the 
computing system text (fig. 7, #85, #90, #92). 

Tarpenning fails to teach sensory petals. Halachmi teaches continuing to at least 
one sensory petal (fig. 4; col.4, lines 30 - 40). Halachmi teaches a circular Ul 
consisting of circular, radial layout that includes petals. It would have been obvious to 
one with ordinary skill in the art to combine the petals taught by Halachmi with the 
sensory display portions disclosed by Tarpenning. Doing so enables the user to make 
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additional adjustment when accessing graphical selections while minimizing the need 
for additional pointing devices. 
Claims 8: 

Tarpenning teaches a continuing to at least one other sensory portion of the 
sensor pattern whereby the information input into the computing system being a task 
information controlling operations in an application installed on the computing system 
(fig. 7, #85, #90, #92). 

Tarpenning fails to teach sensory petals. Halachmi teaches a stroke beginning 
at a sensory petal (fig. 4; col.4, lines 30 - 40). Halachmi teaches a circular Ul 
consisting of circular, radial layout that includes petals. It would have been obvious to 
one with ordinary skill in the art to combine the petals taught by Halachmi with the 
sensory display portions disclosed by Tarpenning. Doing so enables the user to make 
additional adjustment when accessing graphical selections while minimizing the need 
for additional pointing devices. 
Claim 9: 

Tarpenning teaches a sensory portion being associated with a menu item of the 
application whereby the information input into the computing system defining a plurality 
of tasks of an updated set of information elements (fig. 7, #85, #90, #92). 
Claim 10: 

Tarpenning teaches a sensory portion being a central sensory portion whereby 
the information being entered in to the computing system that is a drag task executing 
an operation of the application (fig. 7). 



Application/Control Number: 09/773,451 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 2174 

Claim 15: 

Tarpenning fails to teach an input pointer being a mouse having at least one 
button for press and lift the sensor pattern device being a display device. Halachmi 
teaches the input pointer being a mouse having at least one button for press and lift the 
sensor pattern device being a display device (fig. 1 , #26). It would have been obvious 
to one with ordinary skill in the art to combine input pointer being a mouse having at 
least one button for press and lift the sensor pattern device being a display device 
taught by Halachmi with the sensory display portions disclosed by Tarpenning. Doing 
so choose between touch screen inputs or entering inputs from a remote location. 
Claim 16: 

Tarpenning teaches a computing system having a display, an operating system, 
and a GUI, a navigational interface for inputting text elements and control elements into 
the computing system (fig. 7). Tarpenning teaches central sensory portion forming a 
single sensory portion (fig. 7). Tarpenning teaches each sensory section forming a 
single sensory portion (fig. 7). Tarpenning teaches text elements and control elements 
being associated with the central sensory portion (fig. 7). Tarpenning teaches the 
sensory petals and the outer sensory segments, individually and in a plurality of 
combinations of the same (fig. 7). Tarpenning teaches a texts element and control 
elements being selected through a selection stroke applied to one or more of the central 
sensory portions (fig. 7). Tarpenning teaches the sensory petals and the outer sensory 
segments whereby text elements and control elements are input into the computing 
system (fig. 7). 
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Tarpenning fails to teach sensory petals or any type of a radially divided GUI. 
Halachmi teaches a sensor pattern radially divided into a central sensory portion (fig. 2). 
Halachmi teaches a petals sensory portion and an outer circumferential portion (fig. 2). 
Halachmi teaches petals sensory portion angularly divided into sensory petals 
distributed about the central sensory portions (fig. 2). Halachmi teaches an outer 
circumferential portion angularly divided into outer segments (fig. 2). It would have 
been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art to combine the petals taught by 
Halachmi with the sensory display portions disclosed by Tarpenning. Doing so enables 
the user to make additional adjustment when accessing graphical selections while 
minimizing the need for additional pointing devices. 
Claim 17: 

Tarpenning teaches an outer sensory segments being associated with the 
sensory petals and at least one applications activation control element assigned to an 
outer sensory portion being selected by a selection stroke including an associated 
sensory area (fig. 7). 

Tarpenning fails to teach sensory petals. Halachmi teaches at least one petal 
(fig. 2). It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art to combine the 
petals taught by Halachmi with the sensory display portions disclosed by Tarpenning. 
Doing so enables the user to make additional adjustment when accessing graphical 
selections while minimizing the need for additional pointing devices. 
Claim 18: 
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Tarpenning teaches at least one application operation control element being 
selected through a selection stroke, including at least one sensory area and the control 
sensory portion (fig. 7). 

Halachmi teaches at least one petal (fig. 2). 
Claim 19: 

Tarpenning teaches text elements being selected through a selection stroke 
beginning at the central sensory portion continuing to at least one sensory area, and 
terminating at the central portion whereby text is input into the computing system (fig. 
7). 

Tarpenning fails to teach sensory petals. Halachmi teaches at least one petal 
(fig. 2). It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art to combine the 
petals taught by Halachmi with the sensory display portions disclosed by Tarpenning. 
Doing so enables the user to make additional adjustment when accessing graphical 
selections while minimizing the need for additional pointing devices. 
Claim 20: 

Tarpenning teaches a selection stroke being a press and lift at the same outer 
sensory segment whereby the control element activates an application installed on the 
computing system (fig. 7). 
Claim 21: 

Tarpenning teaches an application that is an operating system utility of an 
operating system (fig. 7). 
Claim 22: 
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Tarpenning teaches control stork beginning at a sensory area and continuing to 
at least one other sensory portion of the sensor pattern whereby the control element 
selected activates performance of a control operation task controlling operations in an 
activated application (fig. 7). 

Halachmi teaches at least one petal (fig. 2). 
Claim 23: 

Tarpenning teaches a sensory portion being a sensory area associated with a 
menu item control element of the activated application and the menu item control 
element selected rotates the control elements of each sensory petal such that the menu 
item sensory area defines a plurality of controls of an updated set of control elements 
(fig- 7). 

Halachmi teaches at least one petal (fig. 2). 
Claim 24: 

Tarpenning teaches the other sensory portion being the central sensory portion 
and the control element selected executing an operation of the application (fig. 7). 
Claim 29: 

Tarpenning teaches beginning the selection stroke on a sensory area of an 
area's sensory portion of a sensor pattern of the navigational interface (fig. 7). 
Tarpenning teaches continuing the selection stroke to at least one other sensory area of 
the area's sensory portion (fig. 7). Tarpenning teaches terminating the selection stroke 
at he other sensory petal whereby the task performed being a rotation of the information 
elements referenced by each sensory petal such that the area sensory portion being 
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updated with an updated set of information elements defined by a menu item 
information element rotated to a primary active sensory petal (fig. 7). 

Halachmi teaches at least one petal (fig. 2). 
Claim 30: 

Tarpenning teaches beginning the selection stroke on a central sensory portion 
of a sensor pattern of the navigational interface (fig. 7). Tarpenning teaches continuing 
the selection stroke to at least one sensory area of area's sensory portion of the sensor 
pattern (fig. 7). Tarpenning teaches terminating the selection stroke at the central 
sensory portion whereby the task performed being text input into an application installed 
on the computing system (fig. 7). 

Tarpenning fails to teach sensory petals. Halachmi teaches at least one petal 
(fig. 2). It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art to combine the 
petals taught by Halachmi with the sensory display portions disclosed by Tarpenning. 
Doing so enables the user to make additional adjustment when accessing graphical 
selections while minimizing the need for additional pointing devices. 
Claim 31: 

Tarpenning teaches beginning the selection stroke on a central sensory portion 
of a sensor pattern of the navigational interface (fig. 7). Tarpenning teaches continuing 
the selection stroke to a sensory area of an area's sensory portion of the sensor pattern 
(fig. 7). Tarpenning teaches terminating the selection stroke at the sensory area 
whereby the task performed is execution of a control operation in the computing system 

(fig. 7). 
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Tarpenning fails to teach sensory petals. Halachmi teaches at least one petal 
(fig. 2). It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art to combine the 
petals taught by Halachmi with the sensory display portions disclosed by Tarpenning. 
Doing so enables the user to make additional adjustment when accessing graphical 
selections while minimizing the need for additional pointing devices. 
Claim 33: 

Tarpenning teaches beginning the selection stroke on a sensory area of an 
area's sensory portion of a sensor pattern of the navigational interface (fig. 7). 
Tarpenning teaches continuing the selection stroke to a central sensory portion of the 
sensor pattern (fig. 7). Tarpenning teaches terminating the selection stroke at the 
central sensory portion whereby the task performed is performance of an operation in 
an application installed on the computing system (fig. 7). 

Tarpenning fails to teach sensory petals. Halachmi teaches at least one petal 
(fig. 2). It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art to combine the 
petals taught by Halachmi with the sensory display portions disclosed by Tarpenning. 
Doing so enables the user to make additional adjustment when accessing graphical 
selections while minimizing the need for additional pointing devices. 
Claim 35: 

Tarpenning teaches a computing system having a display, operating system, and 
a method for controlling operations in the computing operations in the computing 
system and inputting text into various applications installed on the computing system 
through a navigational interface having an input device, a navigational display 
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presented on the display, and an interface interpretation module (fig. 7). Tarpenning 
teaches detecting a selection stroke at the input device, the selection stroke requesting 
performance of a particular task in the computing system (fig. 7). Tarpenning teaches 
dividing a sensory portion into a plurality of sensory portions including a central sensory 
portion (fig. 7). Tarpenning teaches a plurality of sensory petals and an outer sensory 
portion, each sensory portion representing an information element associated with a 
task to be performed in the computing system (fig. 7). Tarpenning teaches interpreting 
the selection of at least one information element from a selection stroke on at least one 
sensory portion (fig. 7). Tarpenning teaches executing an instruction, based on one or 
more information elements interpreted by the act of interpreting, to perform the 
particular task in the computing system whereby control operation and textual input are 
applied to the computing system (fig. 7). 

Tarpenning fails to teach sensory petals. Halachmi teaches at least one petal 
(fig. 2). It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art to combine the 
petals taught by Halachmi with the sensory display portions disclosed by Tarpenning. 
Doing so enables the user to make additional adjustment when accessing graphical 
selections while minimizing the need for additional pointing devices. 
Claim 36: 

Halachmi teaches beginning on a sensory petal (fig. 2). Halachmi teaches 
continuing at least one sensory petal (fig. 2). Halachmi teaches terminating at the other 
sensory petal whereby the task performed is a dial task updating the information 
element referenced by at least one sensory portion (fig. 2). 
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Claim 37: 

Tarpenning teaches beginning the central sensory portion (fig. 7). 

Tarpenning teaches terminating at the central sensory portion whereby the task 
performed is a textual task inputs text into the computing system (fig. 7). 

Halachmi teaches continuing at least one sensory petal (fig. 2). 
Claim 39: 

Halachmi teaches beginning on a sensory petal (fig. 2). 

Tarpenning teaches terminating at the sensory petal whereby the task performed 
is a press task activating an application installed on the computing system (fig. 7). 
Claim 40: 

Tarpenning teaches the application is one of the groups consisting of a desktop 
environment, an operating system, and an application program (fig. 7). 
Claim 42: 

Tarpenning teaches beginning on a sensory portion (DDD). Tarpenning teaches 
continuing to the outer sensory portion whereby the task performed is cancellation of 
the task identified in the selection stroke (DDD). 
Claim 47: 

Tarpenning teaches a computer process in the computer program product (fig. 
7). Tarpenning teaches a computer process for controlling operations of the computing 
system and inputting text into various applications installed on the computing system 
(fig. 7). Tarpenning teaches beginning the selection stroke on a sensory area of an 
area's sensory portion of a sensor pattern of the navigational interface (fig. 7). 
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Tarpenning teaches continuing the selection stroke to at least one other sensory area of 
the petal sensory portion (fig. 7). Tarpenning teaches terminating the selection stroke at 
the other sensory petal whereby the task performed is rotation of the information 
elements reference by each sensory petal such that petal sensory portion is updated 
with an updated set of information elements defined by a menu item information 
element rotated to a primary active sensory area (fig. 7). 

Tarpenning fails to teach sensory petals. Halachmi teaches at least one petal 
(fig. 2). It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art to combine the 
petals taught by Halachmi with the sensory display portions disclosed by Tarpenning. 
Doing so enables the user to make additional adjustment when accessing graphical 
selections while minimizing the need for additional pointing devices. 
Claim 48: 

Tarpenning teaches a computer process for controlling operations of the 
computing system and inputting text into various applications installed on the computing 
system (fig. 7). Tarpenning teaches inputting text into various applications installed on 
the computing system (fig. 7). Tarpenning teaches beginning the selection stroke on a 
central sensory portion of a sensor pattern of the navigational interface (fig. 7). 
Tarpenning teaches continuing the selection stroke to at least one sensory petal of a 
petal sensory portion of the sensor pattern (fig. 7). Tarpenning teaches terminating the 
selection stroke at the central sensory whereby the task performed is text input into an 
application installed on the computing system (fig. 7). 
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Tarpenning fails to teach sensory petals. Halachmi teaches at least one petal 
(fig. 2). It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art to combine the 
petals taught by Halachmi with the sensory display portions disclosed by Tarpenning. 
Doing so enables the user to make additional adjustment when accessing graphical 
selections while minimizing the need for additional pointing devices. 
Claim 49: 

Tarpenning teaches a computer process for controlling operations of the 
computing system and inputting text into various applications installed on the computing 
system (fig. 7). Tarpenning teaches inputting text into various applications installed on 
the computing system (fig. 7). Tarpenning teaches beginning the selection stroke on a 
central sensory portion of a sensor pattern of the navigational interface (fig. 7). 
Tarpenning teaches continuing the selection stroke to at least one sensory petal of a 
petal sensory portion of the sensor pattern (fig. 7). Tarpenning teaches terminating the 
selection stroke at the sensory petal whereby the task performed is execution of a 
control operation in the computing system (fig. 7). 

Tarpenning fails to teach sensory petals. Halachmi teaches at least one petal 
(fig. 2). It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art to combine the 
petals taught by Halachmi with the sensory display portions disclosed by Tarpenning. 
Doing so enables the user to make additional adjustment when accessing graphical 
selections while minimizing the need for additional pointing devices. 
Claim 50: 
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Tarpenning teaches controlling operations of the computing system and inputting 
text into various applications installed on the computing system (fig. 7). Tarpenning 
teaches beginning the selection stroke on a sensory are of an area's sensory portion of 
a sensor pattern of the navigational interface (fig. 7). Tarpenning teaches terminating 
the selection stroke at the sensory petal whereby the task performed is activation of an 
application installed on the computing system (fig. 7). 

Tarpenning fails to teach sensory petals. Halachmi teaches at least one petal 
(fig. 2). It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art to combine the 
petals taught by Halachmi with the sensory display portions disclosed by Tarpenning. 
Doing so enables the user to make additional adjustment when accessing graphical 
selections while minimizing the need for additional pointing devices. 
5. Claims 38 and 41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Tarpenning et al (US 6,282,344) and Halachmi et al (US 6,104,400) as applied to 
claim 35 above, and further in view of Smith (US 5,933,141 ). 
Claim 38: 

Tarpenning teaches beginning the central sensory portion (fig. 7). Halachmi 
teaches continuing at least one sensory petal (fig. 2). 

Tarpenning and Halachmi fail to teach terminating at the central sensory portion 
whereby the task performed is a drag-out task performing a control operation in the 
computing system. Smith (US 5,933,141) teaches terminating at the central sensory 
portion whereby the task performed is a drag-out task performing a control operation in 
the computing system (fig. 6a - 6b). It would have been obvious to one with ordinary 
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skill in the art to combine the petals and sensory portions taught by Tarpenning and 
Halachmi with the drag and drop disclosed by Smith. Doing so enables the user to 
relocate icons on the Ul. 
Claim 41: 

Tarpenning teaches beginning on a sensory petal (fig. 7). Halachmi teaches 
continuing the central sensory portion (fig. 2). 

Tarpenning and Halachmi fail to teach terminating at the central sensory portion 
whereby the task performed is a drag-out task performing a control operation in the 
computing system. Smith (US 5,933,141) teaches terminating at the central sensory 
portion whereby the task performed is a drag-out task performing a control operation in 
the computing system (fig. 6a - 6b). It would have been obvious to one with ordinary 
skill in the art to combine the petals and sensory portions taught by Tarpenning and 
Halachmi with the drag and drop disclosed by Smith. Doing so enables the user to 
relocate icons on the Ul. 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas J Joseph whose telephone number is 703-305- 
3917. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 7:30 am 
to 4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine Kincaid can be reached on 703-308-0640. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305- 
3900. .. . 

SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 

Technology center 2100 

November 12, 2003 



